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Abstract

The violent armed conflict between the guerrilla groups and the Guatemalan
government was one with its historical roots planted in political exclusion, racial
culture discrimination and social injustice that had existed in Guatemalan society for a
long time. If we consider the formation of Guatemalan society as a process of social
polarization between the indigenous population and the other social group, known as
ladinos or the privileged minority elites, the use of violence in elites to maintain the
socio-political status quo and the economic development model based on the
exploitation of cheap labor force may be understandable. However, this discourse is
insufficient to explain how violence can be easily and continuously adapted to the
different changes of social, economic and political systems and still can be upheld in
its essence? Therefore, this essay focuses on analyzing the articulation between
violence, material and culture during the particular process of social formation in

Guatemala.
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